
Bonnevaux 
A Centre for Peace



is the new international centre 
 for The World Community for Christian Meditation.  

It is an essential element of our succession planning,  
forming the next generation of our community  

and an open and inclusive centre for 
 peace in a troubled world. 

Abbaye de Bonnevaux 



(1926 - 1982)

John Main OSB brought the contemplative dimension  
of Christian faith back into the lives of many.  

His work continues to grow through  
the global community he inspired.



National Coordinators, 2016

The World Community is present in 120 countries.  
67 National Coordinators and the other  
leadership elements of the Community  

endorsed Bonnevaux as our new Centre.



Benedictine monks came to Bonnevaux in 1119 -  
to a ‘beautiful valley’ where a contemplative life  

had already been lived for several centuries. 
The peaceful energy that is felt there today is the fruit of  

this transmission which we are renewing in a contemporary way.



Our renovation of Bonnevaux respects the  
heritage of the past while meeting the  

needs of the present.



The central house will be a home  
for the residential community and visitors.



The Stables will become the  
Bonnevaux Guesthouse.



The Barn will become the multipurpose  
Meditatio Conference Centre with  

meeting rooms and a capacity for 180.





Signs of the ancient abbey, such as the 12th century cloister,  
remind us that the contemplative wisdom the  

world thirsts for today is timeless. 



DP Architects of Singapore have contributed all the  
design work for the renovation.



 A local French architect and  
an administrative body manage the project.





Laurence Freeman OSB is the Director of  
The World Community for Christian Meditation and  

will be resident at Bonnevaux from 2019.



Even as the rebuilding happens a small  
resident community is living at Bonnevaux.



Volunteers are coming from many parts of the world to help.



And to share in the daily life of ora et labora - prayer and work.







The needs of the young people of our time will be a central 
priority of the vision of Bonnevaux.



The programme being 
designed for Bonnevaux 
will include art, music, 

bodywork, theology and 
philosophy, courses for 
teachers, business and 
professional leadership 

seminars and retreats - all 
within the rhythm of the 

times of prayer and 
meditation which will be 

open to all. 



The 65 hectares (160 acres) have remained in a pure natural 
state which we will preserve as a witness to the link between 

ecology and the human spirit. We will be developing an 
integrated permaculture use of the land.



With your help we will build Bonnevaux  
as  a new bridge to the future.



+ 2500 weekly meditation groups

Guiding Board

Executive 
Committee

The World Community for Christian Meditation

WCCM Director Executive Director

Trustees Directors

National
Coordinators



2018 WCCM Guiding Board



Bonnevaux Organisation

• Abbaye 
• Bonnevaux Manager
• Resident Community

• Guest House (Stables)
• Director of Hospitality
• Guests

• Conference Centre (Barn)
• Programme Director
• Retreats, Seminars  

and Conferences

Bonnevaux is owned by an SCI registered in France and administered by the Association of the “Abbey of Bonnevaux: Centre for Peace”



TGV from Paris to Poitiers (2h) 
Poitiers Airport/ By road (A10)

Abbaye de Bonnevaux, 86370, Marçay. 
Contact: Andrew Cresswell (Bonnevaux Manager) 

+33(0)644139745 
Email: accueil@bonnevauxwccm.org 
Website: www.bonnevauxwccm.org

mailto:accueil@bonnevauxwccm.org
http://www.bonnevauxwccm.org


We invite you to help Bonnevaux to flower as  
a centre of peace  
a centre for peace.  
Thank you for sharing in this vision.  
Laurence Freeman OSB


